
Chesaning Village Planning Commission Minutes 

January 23, 2018 

Commission Chair Rodman called the meeting of the Chesaning Village Planning Commission to order at 

7:00 pm on January 23, 2018 in the Village of Chesaning council chambers. 

Roll Call:  Present – Barnum, Brown, Hoover, Seeley-Navarre, Parker, Rodman, Bartolec 

    Absent – Greenfelder 

 

Motion by Hoover, supported by Seeley Navarre to approve the agenda.   Barnum opposed. 

 Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Hoover, supported by Brown to approve minutes of December 20, 2017.  Motion carried. 

 

Election of Officers:   

Motion by Hoover, supported by Brown to elect Rodman as Commission Chair. 

 Motion Carried 

 

 Motion by Hoover, supported by Brown to elect Seeley-Navarre as Commission Vice-Chair. 

 Seeley-Navarre opposed.  Motion carried. 

 

Village Administrator, Troy Feltman, gave a brief explanation of the Medical Marihuana Facilities 

approval process.   He explained the process of Special Use Permit, Facilities License Application 

Approval and Site Plan Review/Approval. 

 

Public Comment: 

 None 

Public Hearings: 

Public Hearing for Medical Marihuana Application for 1117 N Main Street: Grow and Processing 

 Public Hearing opened at 7:05 pm 

Applicant, Nicholas Weisenberger, gave a presentation. 

 

Questions from Commission and Public 

 

 Seeley Navarre ask what type of processing system they will use.  Jason Steele stated they will 

be using multiple types of processing.  They plan to use both BOH and CO2.  BOH can be safely used in a 

closed loop system. 

 

 Applicant plans to connect to the municipal water supply system.  If that system is not sufficient 

they will seek an application for a private well. 

 

 Barnum expressed concern about saving land for future development. 

 Gary Azelton expressed appreciation for the commission to take the time to serve on the 

commission.   Asked commission to do what they truly feel is right for the community. 



 Chris Mishler stated that she was not aware the village was this far along in the process. 

 Jamie Houft had questions regarding sign at 11000 Brady and required set backs to churches.   

Rodman stated that can be discussed when that property is discussed. 

 Ed Bishop stated he feels the commission is responsible to vote according to the wishes of the 

community. 

 Public Hearing closed at 7:12 pm 

Rodman read off the special use checklist and zoning administrator recommendations. 

Motion by Hoover, supported by Bartolec to approve the special use permit for medical marihuana grow 

at 1117 N. Main St. with the following conditions: 

1. The special use permit is granted contingent upon the applicant receiving approval for lot 

split. 

2. The applicant will apply for medical marihuana facility license from the Village Council for 

the site. 

3. If the Village Council approves medical marihuana facility license, a site plane application 

conforming to Article 11 of the Zoning Ordinance must be submitted to the Village prior to 

any construction related activities on the site. 

4. Applicant will submit a copy of the applications to the State of Michigan for a medical 

marihuana license and file the license or denial with the Village upon receipt. 

 

Roll call vote:  Barnum – no, Brown- yes, Hoover – yes, Seeley-Navarre  - no, Parker – yes, Bartolec – yes, 

Rodman-yes.    Motion carried. 

Motion by Hoover, supported by Parker to approve the special use permit for medical marihuana 

processing at 1117 N. Main St. with the following conditions: 

1. The special use permit is granted contingent upon the applicant receiving approval for lot 

split. 

2.   The applicant will apply for medical marihuana facility license from the Village Council for 

the site. 

3.   If the Village Council approves medical marihuana facility license, a site plane application 

conforming to Article 11 of the Zoning Ordinance must be submitted to the Village prior to any 

construction related activities on the site. 

4.   Applicant will submit a copy of the applications to the State of Michigan for a medical 

marihuana license and file the license or denial with the Village upon receipt. 

 

Roll call vote:  Barnum – no, Brown- yes, Hoover – yes, Seeley-Navarre  - no, Parker – yes, Bartolec – yes, 

Rodman-yes.    Motion carried. 



 

Public Hearing for Medical Marihuana Application for 11000 Brady Street: Grow, Processing and 

Secure Transportation. 

 Public Hearing opened at 7:22 pm 

Brad Bagans spoke as representative of the applicant and gave a presentation.  They are developing the 

site open to all qualified businesses.  They expect the full development will create 200 or more jobs.  The 

site will be fully secure, there will be fencing, they have already met with MDOT regarding the approach 

off the highway.  They have good access to water. 

Questions from commission and public 

 Seeley-Navarre asked if the vehicles used in the secure transportation will be cleaned off site. 

 Bartolec asked about fencing.  Applicant stated they would work within the village regulations 

during the site plan to provide a proper fence to secure the development. 

 General questions about a development sign that was installed on the property in the past days.  

Applicant stated the sign was a mistake.   Their marketing had jumped the gun.   They stated no 

provisioning centers are going into their development as it is not allowed by ordinance. 

 Seeley-Navarre asked about the security of the drivers/employees of the secure transport 

companies.   Bagans’ responded that it will most likely be a one vehicle transport, similar to an armored 

vehicle.   Employees will not carry weapons unless it is allowed by state law.  They will be fully bonded 

and insured.   Their transport company will be run by a military veteran. 

 Asked if they plan to build both buildings at once.  Yes, they plan to develop both buildings. 

 Ed Bishop asked about how the leasing and approval would work.   Bagans explained that the 

business would first set up a lease agreement with their company, the lessee would then have to apply 

for a license with the village and then if approved by the village they would have to file for their state 

license.  Only after all licenses are approved could any lessee begin operations within their 

development. 

 Cindy Palmer expressed concern about the number of cannabis associated businesses in the 

Chesaning community. 

 Matt Sampson ask what will the applicant do if the federal government decides to step in and 

shut down the medical marihuana industry.   Bagans’ response was that they would have some light 

industrial space for lease. 

 Gary Azelton asked how is the 1000 feet measured.   Administrator Feltman explained that is 

facility to lot line and read Section 12 of Ordinance #2017-05; 

SECTION 12. LOCATION OF GROWER FACILITY, SAFETY COMPLIANCE FACILITY, 

PROCESSOR FACILITY, AND SECURE TRANSPORTER  

(A) No Grower Facility, Safety Compliance Facility, Processor Facility, or Secure Transporter shall be 

located within one thousand (1,000) feet of real property comprising a public or private elementary, 

vocational, or secondary school.  



 

 Tim Woycik stated he feels like this is a done deal, seems deals have been done behind the 

scenes.  He is concerned that job creation will not be realized. 

 Seeley-Navarre stated that the sign was presumptuous and should not have been done.  Stated 

that per ordinance the word “Cannabis” is not to be displayed on any signage.  Bagan stated the sign 

was a mistake. 

 Barnum commented, how many mistakes do they get to make. 

 Rodman explained that licensing is a yearly requirement.  If facilities do not follow the 

ordinances requirements the village can deny license renewal. 

Jamie Houft asked about the process, how does the planning commission determine if the 

business will be successful.  Rodman explained the commission’s role is to determine if the applicant 

meets the six standards set forth for the special use.  Houft asked if other communities had been 

researched with this type of development.  Rodman explained this is a new industry for the State of 

Michigan so there are not comparable developments to research. 

Mark Shorkey commented that the planning commission listens to what the applicants have to 

say and if it sounds good, then it’s good. 

Beth Harris asked for an explanation about the use of the space at the front of the property as 

retail space.  Rodman explained that the front of the property is zoned B2 and would be available for 

development.  Rodman explained that there are no provisioning center licenses available. The 

development before the commission at this time is located in A1 zoning district. 

Gary Azelton asked if the commission had researched other developments similar to this 

development. 

Fordney Volkmer asked where the address of 11000 Brady came from.   Village Administrator 

Feltman explained the address of 11000 is the address used on the Saginaw County GIS site.    Volkmer 

asked if the township was sent a notice of the public hearing. Feltman advised that no special notice was 

sent to the township. 

Chris Woycik asked about fencing.   It was explained that fencing would be part of the site plan 

review.  She asked if there would be armed guards on the property.  Bagans stated no armed guards on 

the property. 

Randy Stoddard expressed concern about statements made that facility will be built to whatever 

the law requires.  Stoddard was concerned about laws changing and who will be accountable to enforce 

regulations if the laws change regarding enforcement. 

Tim Woycik asked the commission if they felt this was planning for the future of the community. 

Bartolec asked if the pre-school is classified as a school under the medical marihuana ordinance. 

Chris Woycik believes that the private preschool which operates out of space within the church 

building does count as a school.  She has been in contact with State Attorney General’s office regarding 

this matter. 



Village Administrator Feltman was asked for his interpretation on this matter.  Feltman stated 

he would get a legal opinion from legal counsel regarding this matter.   

Tim Woycik asked who the attorney was that Feltman would be contacting. 

Feltman advised Woycik that the village attorney is Peter Bade. 

Public hearing closed at 7:50 

Motion by Hoover, supported by Bartolec to table this matter until a legal opinion is received from the 

village’s legal counsel regarding the pre-school.   Motion carried. 

Public Hearing for Medical Marihuana Application for 101 N Front Street: Zoning text amendment 

request, and, Processing. 

Public hearing opened 7:55 pm 

Greg Schmid gave a presentation regarding their request.   

Recent changes at the state level allows for co-location of processing and provisioning facilities 

as long as they are commonly owned businesses.  The processing facility would be closed to the public.  

This would provide them the ability to move product from the processing facility to the provisioning 

facility without use of a secure transport company. 

Scott Rais talked about the processing.   He would use a closed loop system in the processing.  

All transportation from processing to provisioning will be within the building, utilizing the back hallway 

which is not open to the public. 

Questions from commission and public 

Seeley-Navarre.  Asked if they will be using BOH or CO2 for processing.  Rais stated they will be 

using PHO as it is more precise and efficient.   The enclosure they will be using has been both state and 

OSHA certified.  It will basically be a building inside a building with built in suppression. 

Seeley-Navarre asked about tank delivery.  There will be professional delivery and there will be 

no tank waste. 

Rais stated they are asking for processing to be allowed only as an ancillary business. 

Barnum expressed concern about the use of the rest of the building.  Rais stated it is still in the 

plans to rent out the balance of the building. 

Cindy Palmer asked if they will do the transportation in the open, will it be visible to the public.   

Applicant explained the transportation from processing facility to provisioning facility will be make 

within the building.   Other secure transport will be done within the closed bay in the back of the 

building. 

Chris Woycik asked if Mr. Rais is a pharmacist.   He stated no he is not. 

Ed Bishop asked how much of the building will they be using.   Rais stated they will use 

approximately 3800 square feet.   Bishop asked if they will want to expand to include a grow facility 

within the building. Schmid stated no, it is against state and village regulations. 



Ed Bishop asked about consumption of edibles onsite in other businesses.  Rais and Schmid 

explained that it would be illegal to do so. 

Mark Shorkey expressed concern about fire safety.  Explained there is required fire department 

approval locally along with state regulations which will be under enforced by the State Fire Marshall. 

  Public hearing closed at 8:25 pm. 

Barnum unsure if the planning commission has had enough discussion on this matter. 

Rodman explained that the Planning Commission makes a recommendation to the Village 

Council.   The Village Council has to approve the zoning change. 

Seeley-Navarre stated she didn’t feel the planning commission had discussed this matter 

enough.    

Rodman stated this is their time to have further discussion.  

Motion by Hoover, supported by Bartolec to recommend the text amendment as follows; 

Allow medical marihuana processing facilities in B1 by Special Use Permit with the condition that it is in 

conjunction with an already licensed provisioning center located in the same facility / co-location. 

Roll call:   Hoover – yes, Seeley-Navarre – no, Parker – yes, Bartolec – yes, Barnum – no, Brown – yes, 

Rodman – yes.   Motion carried. 

Motion by Hoover, supported by Parker to approve the special use permit for medical marihuana 

processing at 101 N Front Street with the following conditions: 

1.  Special Use Permit is contingent upon Village Council approval of zoning text amendment as 

requested. 

2. The applicant will apply for medical marihuana facility licenses from the Village Council for 

the site. 

3. Applicant will submit a copy of the application(s) to the State of Michigan for a medical 

marihuana license and file the license or denial with the Village upon receipt. 

Roll call vote:   Seeley-Navarre  - no, Parker – yes, Bartolec – yes, Barnum – no, Brown – yes, Hoover – 

yes, Rodman – yes.   Motion carried. 

Unfinished Business 

Planning Commission will review changes to the animal ordinance at the next meeting. 

New Business 

Feltman will start working on an ordinance regulating solar energy. 

Seeley – Navarre asked about looking at a cap for medical marihuana grow facilities. 

Meeting adjourned 8:50 pm 

Submitted by D. Craft – recording secretary 



 


